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Pastor on February 13, 2010. To this day, he
continues to provide insightful leadership and
spiritual guidance to the members of the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
celebrating the Shiloh Community Fellowship
United Holy Church of America’s 75th Anniver-
sary. The organization continues to provide
outstanding spiritual guidance and solace for
members of the Asbury Park community.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my growing concern on the current state of
our Nation’s immigration reform. On October
2nd, | had the privilege of attending a press
conference at the Church of the Ascension. |
was joined by many of my constituents, my
colleague Congressman LuUIS GUTIERREZ of llli-
nois, State Senator Adriano Espaillat, mem-
bers of New York City Council, local city offi-
cials, and numerous immigration rights advo-
cates to discuss immigration reform and a
landmark bill that will change the way the City
of New York Department of Corrections works
with the federal immigration authorities and to
reduce unnecessary immigrant deportations in
New York City.

Mr. Speaker, we all live in a nation built by
immigrants. When our great grandparents first
arrived, they had hope to escape from reli-
gious persecution or perhaps economic and
political repression; they had hope to work
hard so they can build strong families and
make a decent living with respect and dignity.
The United States of America is known to be
a country where anyone with good moral
standing, courage, endurance and the desire
to do the right thing can achieve and live the
American Dream. The least we can all do for
one another is to pave way, not to inflict pain.

Upon their arrival, those newcomers had
never been given legitimacy to help grow this
Nation. They were very well welcomed, simply
because this vast Nation desperately needed
builders. Those people worked hard, sacrificed
to strengthen the agriculture, infrastructures
and all other things our generation relies on.
Present day immigrants are still important to
our national economy. In a time when our na-
tional economy is in peril, losing this part of
our community would cause industries to col-
lapse.

The United States would not be the same
without our ancestors, who were, in fact, the
product of immigrants. They have contributed
enormously to the standing of our economy
and will continue to do the same in the future.
| believe that it only is fair to treat them with
justice and fairness. We certainly do not want
to look back in 20 or 30 years and have our
grandchildren ask: how could we be so cruel?
America can not be known as a place where
Federal agencies simply disregard local peo-
ple and laws in order to detain, deport immi-
grants, separate families and loved ones.

Folks, who are in the custody of local New
York authorities, have been, in the last two or
three years, subjected to be detained, ques-
tioned and can potentially be deported by ICE.
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Mr. Speaker, some of these folks had no prior
conviction. They post no threat to our society.
Thus, deserve a second chance. Ultimately,
we may have an honest and extensive debate
on whether or not we would like to use am-
nesty or banishment as a method to fix our
own problem, but it is imperative that the pro-
cedure is done with respect to the law and
basic human rights.

| would like to praise my colleague, Con-
gressman Luis GUTIERREZ, New York City
Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Council
Member Melissa Mark-Viverito, Council Mem-
ber Danny Dromm, Council Member Ydanis
Rodriguez and Make the Road NY Organiza-
tion for their enormous efforts to bring to the
attention this issue. | would also like to praise
the New York City Council for taking a bold
action to limit the Immigration and Custom En-
forcement’s authority over New York City De-
partment of Correction. We certainly can not
allow agency such as ICE to detain and de-
port people without the appropriate legal
basis. The introduction of Int.656-2011 cer-
tainly is a stepping stone to a true, effective
reform.

| would like to take this moment to show my
sincere appreciation for Pastor John P. Duffell
for allowing the use of the site to advocate the
reform. This is truly a humanitarian concern
and Churches through out the country should
not shy away from helping those who are in
need. | encourage more mosques, syna-
gogues, churches throughout this country to
teach and advocate local people about immi-
gration reforms. People incline to think that re-
ligion and politics should not mix and that reli-
gious institutions should stay away from this
matter. Though this isn’'t so. This matter is not
about politics; it's not about winning or losing;
it's about people who just want to work hard
and live well. We want to treat and praise
them like we have to our ancestors.

Finally, | encourage all my colleagues to
consider immigration reform as a serious con-
cern and that we can no longer neglect to es-
tablish a legislative reform that is fair, effective
and serve the best of the whole. Deporting
people, tearing families apart, build a wall to
keep people out is not real reform; it is a tem-
porary solution to a problem. We need a sen-
sible immigration policy which will allow the
best, the brightest and those who are willing to
work hard to continue the great chapter of our
Nation’s history. Mr. Speaker, America is
strong because people come from all over the
world with the intent to achieve the American
Dream. The will of the people, as history have
shown, have strive our nation to success from
every corner.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the importance of school libraries,
which are changing to better address the
needs of students in the 21st century. School
libraries are an important part of our edu-
cational system and help prepare students for
college and a good career.

Teacher librarians teach students how to
conduct good research, how to be critical

November 2, 2011

users of the information they find, and how to
avoid plagiarism. They also play an important
role teaching online research skills and raising
awareness of cyber safety issues.

Mr. Speaker, | know how important school
libraries are to the students in my district and
across the nation. Please join me in recog-
nizing the invaluable contributions that teacher
librarians and school libraries make to our
education system.

———
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Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to introduce a bill the Vet
Success Enhancement Act of 2011.

This bill renews and extends the solemn
promise we have made to our veterans. It will
allow our wounded warriors a greater chance
to prepare for, find and keep suitable jobs
through apprenticeships, vocational counseling
and general career services.

Currently, many veterans miss their window
of opportunity to enroll in the VetSuccess pro-
gram. Many veteran service organizations
have come before the Committee on Veterans
Affairs and testified that the current cut-off pe-
riod does not adequately provide disabled vet-
erans sufficient time to enroll in the program.

Therefore, | am introducing this legislation to
extend the eligibility period by 3 years. It is my
hope that this additional time will allow our dis-
abled veterans the time they need to complete
training that allows them to reenter the work-
force.

Disabled veterans have paid a steep price
in their service to our country. The least we
can do is fix a legislative technicality which
would ensure that our service men and
women are able to benefit from this important
program that allows them to return to produc-
tive civilian life.

Mr. Speaker, it is our duty to ensure that our
wounded warriors are given the opportunity to
succeed here at home. | strongly believe that
participation in the VetSuccess program can
help put veterans on a meaningful path to suc-
cess. | urge our colleagues to join me in sup-
porting our veterans.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Destiny Bean
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Destiny Bean
is a 8th grader at Oberon Middle School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Destiny
Bean is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
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